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Motion: L. Sargent/ S. Hall 
That the Board move into a Committee of the Whole Private Session in order to 
discuss items pertaining to The Education Act R.S.O. 1990, c. E.2 section 
207(2)(b).- CARRIED.  
  
A brief pause was noted to coordinate the appropriate video conference controls 
and allow staff and community members time to exit the meeting room. Trustees 
attending virtually were reminded to secure their space as well to ensure 
confidentiality.  
  
  

3.0 Arise and Report 
At approximately 5:55 PM, the Committee arose and reported in the public session 
of the Committee of the Whole. A brief pause was noted to coordinate the 
appropriate video conference controls to permit members of the public to re-enter 
the virtual meeting and open the physical meeting space for in-person guests to re-
enter.  
 
 

4.0 Approval of the Agenda  
Trustees were referred to the agenda included in the agenda package. The floor was 
opened for comments or corrections, with none rose.  
 
Motion: J. Bertram/ A. St. Pierre 
That the agenda for the Committee of the Whole meeting of October 10, 2023, be 
approved. - CARRIED.  



Minutes of the Committee of the Whole- Public session of the Near North District School Board held October 10, 2023 

3 | P a g e 

 

 

correspondence undermines the work of the renaming committee, and 
appropriate notice was not provided in advance to committee members.  

¶ Trustee Bertram spoke to the lack of Indigenous consultation in the Chippewa 
school renaming process and proposed a suspension of the renaming work until 
such consultation takes place, with a reallocation of funds towards the 
revitalization of Anishinaabemowin.  

¶ Review of the community voices integral to a strong process including First 
Nations leaders, CSS students and their parents, as well as the commitments 
and interpretations of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  

¶ Clarifying comments were provided regarding the governance process. The 
Board cannot pass a motion that appears to contravene a motion already 
approved by the Board. If the Board wishes to reframe the parameters of the 
renaming process, it must first address the motion passed on this item 
previously. 

¶ Question raised regarding the impact of rescinding the previous motion on the 
current process and work of the renaming committee. It is expected that this 
would nullify the work of the committee. 

¶ Question raised about splitting up the motionôs recommendations and 
proceeding with a discussion on developing an Indigenous communication 
pathway at the meeting this evening. It is acknowledged that this is not 
something for the Board to rush into and it should instead take time to consider 
this work appropriately and thoughtfully.  

¶ Trustee St Pierre recognized the need to discuss the CSS renaming process as 
a whole. The Chair concurred and called upon trustees individually to share 
perspectives. General themes emerging from the comments shared included a 
recognition to thoughtfully consider next steps and the importance of engaging 
with Indigenous rightsholders.  

¶ Concluding comments from the Director on the importance of procedural 
fairness.  

 
Chair Lougheed concluded the discussion by recognizing the motion will not proceed. 
Next steps will be left with trustees to consider and action as discussed. Sincere 
appreciation was extended to trustees for their commitment to upholding principles of 
good governance and fostering a productive discussion.  
 
 

7.0 New Business 
7.1 Notice of Motion- Vice-Chair Wesley 
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Bill 98. The motion calls for the Ministry of Education not to exercise its authority 
under Bill 98 for such closures and requests the transmission of a carried 
motion to OPSBA Northern Caucus and the Ministry of Education for 
consideration. 

¶ A question was raised regarding the application to current builds. Vice-Chair 
Wesley clarified the motion is intended to be ñfuture focusedò, and not to 
interfere with the capital projects the Board has currently underway.  

 
With no further comments to note, the motion was read aloud by the Chair. Closing 
comments from Chair Lougheed to note there is consensus to move the 
recommendation forward to the Board meeting for review and approval. Thanks were 
expressed to Vice-Chair Wesley for bringing this forward to the Board for 
consideration. 
 
7.2 Recorded Meetings Report 
Trustees were referred to the report included in the agenda package. Note this report 
stems from a discussion at the Committee of the Whole meeting on May 9, 2023, 
where the Director was tasked with overseeing the development of a staff report 
assessing the feasibility of recording and posting public meetings on YouTube. 
Introductory comments were provided regarding the content of the report. The floor 
was opened for discussion, with key takeaways summarized as:  

¶ Request tabled for trustees attending the OPSBA Northern Caucus event to 
raise this initiative at the meeting to see how other DSBs have navigated the 
implementation challenges and considerations. Trustee Steer noted he would be 
pleased to do this, and report back to the trustees with any information.  

¶ 


