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1.0 Rationale 
 

This guideline outlines the criteria for selecting learning resources that are to be used in NNDSB 
Libraries. The print and non-print library resources include novels, dictionaries, poetry, magazines, 
picture books and non-fiction books. The resources in a school library should reflect a balance between 
supporting the curriculum, and providing resources to support special interests. In addition, the resources 
should expand and inspire student learning by introducing them to new authors, genres and sources of 
information, thus, fostering a lifelong interest in both reading and acquiring knowledge. Schools are 
required to use these criteria when selecting and purchasing school library materials 

 
2.0  Selection Objectives 

While the principal is ultimately responsible for all materials used in the school, the responsibility for 
the selection and approval of library resource materials will normally be delegated to library staff 
members, assisted by the school staff. Library staff members receive professional development in 
materials evaluation and selection. This allows them to be able to coordinate the overall development of 
the library’s print and electronic collection. Central support for selecting materials is provided through 
Library Lead Teachers. 

 
2.1 The following statements are designed to 

Provide guidelines that govern the selection and acquisition of materials 
Ensure that quality materials are added to school libraries by including, 

o Requests, suggestions for the purchase of materials shall be considered from faculty, 
administration, parents, students as deemed appropriate 

o Chosen to promote critical thinking and support personal growth 
o Chosen from appropriate book lists, reading programs (Reading Olympics, Forest of Reading), 

prize winning book lists (Caldecott, ALA, Newberry etc) 
o Chosen from Canadian author and subject collections when possible 
 

Selection will be an on-going process designed to update resources and replace materials no longer 
deemed appropriate according the guidelines set forth in the Weeding Policy. 

 
Resources shall be appropriate for the subject area and for the age, emotional development, ability level, 
learning styles, and social development of students for whom materials are selected. 

 
 



 
 
 

Resources will explore diverse cultures, endorse human rights and values, and provide opportunities for 
personal growth. 

 
3.0       Selection Criteria 
 

o Authoritativeness (author, publisher) 
o Suitability for Students 
o Accuracy 
o Impartiality (Free of bias and stereotype) 
o Currency of data 
o Canadian Content 
o Appropriateness  
o Relevance 
o Interest 
o Organization/Style/Aesthetic qualities 
o Physical characteristics (durability) 
o Library potential (popularity) 
o Cost/Cost-effectiveness 
o Instructional objectives 

 
 
4.0 Donations and Gifts 

The same selection criteria will be applied to gifts as when purchasing new materials. Materials will be 
accepted or rejected by these criteria.  

 
If you have any questions or concerns, please call the Library Teacher Leader. 

 
5.0 APPENDICE 
 

Appendix A: Screening Guidelines for Library Materials 
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